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J he most sigmficant }aerﬁa}as in all our tﬁougﬁts is the continuous rise in narrow ethnic and

nationalistic instincts across continents, - as mamfestea[ to name a few, the strugg(es of
Roﬁingyas in Myanmar, the (ﬁﬁ(icu[t immigmtion debates in South Asia related to
indéjoendénce and syﬁ’t of a region, which has been for more than 5000 years a cradle of (ﬁze;p
}Jﬁifosoyoﬁica[ tﬁougﬁts centered around }oeacefu[ ﬁarmony with nature.

ﬂt the same time the tensions in the Korean Peninsular and in Q—ﬁmg Kong, to the unsett[ing

afynamics between Russia and the West, and cﬁa[ﬁznges of Brexit, to dée}o Jaofiticaf divides in the
us, afong with the increasing distrust of Jauﬁ(ic in institutions and media which sﬁa}oef the
modern society, togetﬁer }Jaint a }Jicture which is bit fuzzy, 1f not foggy.

Q':ven more sigmficant is the fai[ure of g(oﬁa[ [éa(fersﬁll’p to sort tﬁrougﬁ the com}?[éx issues in the

Middle East and (ftﬁ(erent parts of ?Lfn’ca. Of course we should not forget that [arger _percentage
of the gfoﬁa[ jooyu(ation is still strugg[ing to have access to the basics of ﬁfe such as clean water
and fooJ, sanitation and health care, while in cﬁeve[opeaf and less déve[oyea[ economies continuous
threats of cyﬁer ﬁacﬁing and bio terrorism a[ong with increasing cﬁa[ﬁmges of climate cﬁange, -
question how well are we equ@vpe(f to harness the power of tecﬁnofogy for safer, secured,

sustainable & equimﬁfe socio-economic advance.

Alr of these unfortunate trends that got increasing[_y visible in the last décad'e, underscore the

need to rethink what must constitute [ea(fersﬁi}a in the years aﬁead, so that we could be better

stewards of our g[oﬁa[ socio-economic and Eio-atmo.gpﬁeric afynamics‘

Tﬁe cﬁa[fenges that we are facing toa[ay are indeed sigmficant; equa[[_y signg[icant are the

}Jossiﬁiﬁties ahead. ‘Unfortunate[_y we are too often drawn into the narrow and dark lanes of
ﬁeing to serve our own yersona[ agemfa, not too infrecluentfy distorted ﬁy myopic instincts. In the
_process divides between }Jeoyfe on(y widen, value of human consciousness onf_y diminish, great
}Jossiﬁiﬁties ﬁagment and scatter, and most imyortant[_y our inner spin’tua[ energy on(y get
diluted. In the _process we miss out atf(fressing the issues or serving important yossiﬁifiﬁes outside
the scope of what we choose to focus on, - inf(uence(f By how the observers’ mindset have been

conditioned.



One very important source of inspiration that has emergeaf in 2019 is the Swedish teenager

Greta Tl ﬁunﬁerg who has umfouﬁtecffy proven to the world that &zacﬁzrsﬁtjg is indé})endént of age,

ﬁacﬁgmuncf and title, it is all about }Jun’ty of desire not for “seg(” but for the Bigger _purpose
outside of the segq

So as we ﬁfr the curtain for the next decade, as we welcome 2020, may we build on the spin’t of

Greta to déﬁ’ne greater ﬁeigﬁts that our civilization should work towards? At afiﬁferent [evels of
aﬁecision-maﬁing - from community level to corporate level to g[oﬁa[ level such as the UN, the
World Bank, leaders will need to ac@'ust the lens tﬁrougﬁ which we observe the Jynamies of ﬁfe at
work. We must fincf ways to suﬁmerge our egos to observe the j)ossiﬁiﬁ’ties without biases,

expen’ment with ideas with courage & integrity - however humble, with the Eig yictm’e in mind.

May we togetﬁer pray that the New Year will give us the wisdom to open our eyes and gain

20/20 vision to observe the Eeauty of truth and goodness of our }afanet, and cultivate the
intellectual and syiritua[ resilience to examine issues and afesign solutions from mu(mjoﬁe
}oersyectives? Let the new decade rekindle the courage in our hearts to break the constraints of
mindsets to create a “plus sum” eco system in our communities, - which could on the [ong-term be
ingpirationa( for our ﬂture generations. We must not doubt the genuine power of inner
conscience, - in afmwing out the courage of inner seg[ to cultivate and celebrate the ﬁeauty of the

ﬁumanity‘

With this syin’t in our hearts, }ofease Joermit me to wish you, your famify and friends/coﬂéagues

A Great 2020.
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